TO-MORROW

it was nine o'clock : I began to write ; but my hand and my
mind trembled, and my ideas were in such confusion, that I
could not, great genius as I was, produce a beginning sentence
in a quarter of an hour.

I kept the bishop's servant forty minutes by his watch ;
wrote and re-wrote two pages, and walked up and clown the
room ; tore my two pages ; and at last, when the footman
said he could wait no longer, was obliged to let him go with
an awkward note, pleading sudden sickness for my apology.
It was true that I was sufficiently sick at the time when I
penned this note : my head ached terribly ; and I kept my
room, reflecting upon my own folly, the whole of the clay. I
foresaw the consequences : the living was given away by my
patron the next morning, and all hopes of future favour were
absolutely at an end.

My father overwhelmed me with reproaches ; and I might
perhaps have been reformed by this disappointment, but an
unexpected piece of good fortune, or what I then thought good
fortune, was my ruin.

Among the multitude of my college-friends was a young
gentleman, whose father was just appointed to go out upon
\\\v famous embassy to China ; he came to our shop to buy
I)u Halde; and upon hearing me express an enthusiastic
desire to visit: China, ho undertook to apply to his father to
take me in the ambassador's suite. Mis representation of me
as a young' man of talents and literature, and the view of some
botanical drawings, which I executed upon the spur of the
occasion with tolerable neatness, procured rne the favour winch
I so ardently desired.

My father objected to my making this voyage. He was
vexed to .see mo quit the profession for which 1 had been
educated ; and he could not, without a severe struggle,
relinquish his hopes of seeing me a bishop. But I argued
that, as 1 hud not yet been ordained, there could be no dis-
grace or impropriety in my avoiding a mode of life which was
not suited to n\y gMiius. This word genius had now, as upon
all other occasions, a mighty effect upon my father; and,
observing this, I declared further, in a high tone of voice, Unit
from the experience I had already had, I was perfectly certain
that the drudgery of sermon-writing would pwalysc my genius_;
and that, to expand and invigorate my intellectual powers, it: